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On the evening of May 4, police announced that Freddy Rodriguez, 17-year-old son of reputed drug
cartel leader Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha, was arrested in the Medellin airport on May 1. In its May
5 edition, daily newspaper El Espectador (Bogota) said that the arrest of Rodriguez Gacha's son
on weapons charges was a "lucky strike" by police against the drug traffickers. Also arrested were
Camilo Antono Ruiz Vega, allegedly the operations chief of Rodriguez Gacha's business, and six
other reputed members of the cartel. Rodriguez Gacha and drug kingpin Pablo Escobar Gaviria have
been charged with planning the mass murders of farm workers in the banana-producing region of
Uraba in northern Colombia. On May 5, police in Bogota reported that Alvaro Gonzalez Santana
was shot dead on the evening of May 4. Gonzalez was a former governor of Boyaca department, and
the father of Justice Marta Lucia Gonzalez, who signed the arrest orders for Rodriguez Gacha and
Escobar Gaviria. After signing the orders, Judge Gonzalez went into self-imposed exile in Europe.
El Espectador reported that her father's killing was "a counterattack of the drug mafia" against
the judge's attempt to try and bring the alleged drug traffickers to trial. Gonzalez Santana, 51, was
shot by two unidentified men while driving on one of the main thoroughfares of Bogota, some
100 yards from a police station. Police said the gunmen opened fire from a motorcycle they were
riding, shooting Gonzalez Santana in the head and chest, killing him instantly. His wife, Consuelo,
was shot in the neck but her condition was not serious, according to police. The motorcycle was
found abandoned a few miles away. On May 6, Col. Vladimir Franklin Quintero, commander of
the Antioquia provincial police, announced that police had arrested Fabio Ochoa, 64, for allegedly
bribing a junior police officer on May 1 near the community of Caldas. Ochoa is the father of two
alleged leaders of the Medellin drug cartel. Authorities believe Ochoa's sons, Jorge Luis and Juan
David, along with Escobar Gaviria are the main leaders of the Medellin cartel. The elder Ochoa
was arrested in 1984 in connection with the murder of justice minister Rodrigo Lara but later
released due to lack of evidence. On May 18, at least 15 persons died during an uprising at the
Bellavista prison in Medellin. According to police, the prison houses 4,000 inmates. The incident
began at 3 p.m. when approximately 20 armed men broke into the prison in an apparent attempt
to free inmates convicted on drug trafficking charges. An article dated May 22 in the New York
Times (05/24/89) reports on violence against journalists. Bogota editor Guillermo Cano Isaza was
assassinated by drug cartel hit men in 1986 for taking a stand against the drug traffickers in his
editorials. Since then the violence against Cano continues in the form of attacks on a statue in
his memory in Medellin. The most recent attack occurred in the second week of May: a bomb
blast left five people wounded and damaged walls and windows for blocks surrounding the
monument. Cano's family owns El Espectador. According to the New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists which records only the most rigorously documented cases , in the last five years
at least 19 Colombian journalists have been murdered as a result of their work. The real death toll
is believed to be much higher. Recent killings include those of two reporters found strangled to
death in Cali on the evening of May 21. Local authorities said the two men had been kidnapped by
a group of heavily armed assailants, and their bodies showed signs of severe torture. In addition,
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hundreds of journalists have been kidnapped, threatened or forced into exile. Among Colombia's
more well-known journalist exiles are Antonio Caballero of El Espectador, and Daniel Samper of
El Tiempo, the largest Bogota daily. Cesar Fernandez Riveros, director of Noticiero de las Siete, a
Bogota television news program, was forced to leave the country for two months because of death
threats this year. He is one of dozens of news executives who have accepted 24-hour protection
from bodyguards offered by the government. At large newspapers and magazines, articles on issues
like cocaine trafficking are left unsigned as a matter of policy. The most common threats, according
to journalists, come from rightwing death squads, closely aligned with and often sponsored by
drug traffickers. Leftist guerrillas are also responsible for making reporters' lives difficult. The
National Liberation Army (ELN), for instance, has specialized in kidnapping journalists to give
them "instruction" in its revolutionary ideals. (Basic data from AP, 05/05/89; AFP, 05/07/89; Notimex,
05/19/89; New York Times, 05/24/89)
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